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thread;l (2) an apron made chiefly of the breast-feathers of 
the toucan, ornamented with rows of monkey teeth and with 
the elytra of the large and small beetles used in the girdle; and 
(3) a crown, or tiara, of toucan feathers, green wing-cases of 
beetles, and tufts of coarse black hair, apparenitly human, the 
whole mounted, like the apron, on curana thread. These brillianit 
objects were obtained from the Jivaros, and had been submitted 
to Mr. W. H. Bates, F.R.S., who pointed out the limited geo- 
graphical distribution of the Clhrysophora, as defining the district 
in which they were produced. 

The objects from British Guiana, which had been examinied 
by Mr. C. Barrington Brown, F.G.S., who formerly conducted 
the geological survey of that colony, included (1) a Pegall, or 
native basket, of iturite fibre; (2) a Queyou, or native apron, of 
bead work, by the Ackawoise Indians; (3) a bundle of charms, 
consisting of long girdles of beads, carrying the claw and tooth 
of the jaguar, a piece of rock crystal, and various other amulets; 
(4) a rattle necklace, used in dancing; and (5) an arinlet of 
carved palm seeds. 

The following paper was read by the author. 

The SURVIVAL of CORPORAL PENANCE. 

By OSBERT H. HOWARTH, Esq. 
[WITI PLATES XII AND XIII.] 

SELF-inflicted chastisement by way of expiation or penlance ex- 
presses a human sentiment which seems to have accompaniied 
forms of worship in almost all ages. Whether the intelligence 
of those early branches of our race of whose social and religious 
systemn we have no record, devised any such method of temrporal 
retribution for themselves can hardly be guessed; but there is 
sufficient evidence that though varying much in form, observ- 
ances of the kind have never been limited to Christian periods 
or peoples. On the contrary, I am inclined to believe that in 
most cases the details of such practices have been imported into 
Christian use from exterior barbarism rather than deliberately 
invented within the bounds of any Christian persuasion. 

My enquiry into this subject has arisen out of the peculiar 
forrms of discipline or scourge which I have recentlv found to b)e 
still employed in connection with a public Lenten function 
surviving in a remote village of the Azores. The special 
interest attaching to this observance lies first in the fact that it 
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presents every appearance of an unbroken tradition from 
mediaeval times: and secondly in the exceptional type of the 
flagellum, which, so far as I have been able to ascertain, is, at 
the present period, absolutely unique. I am not aware that the 
Order of the Flagellantes or Terceiros (Third Order) still exists 
at any other locality in the Roman Catholic world, maintaining 
the ancient practice of self-torture with the unmitigated severity 
observed in this instance, and as a public ceremony. 

The first recorded institution of a recognised Order of 
Flaggellantes is referred to the year 1260, when it is said to 
have originated in the suggestion and example of the Hermit 
Rainier of Perugia. There is no doubt that it was practised 
nmore or less in private by the Abbots Guyon of Pomposa, and 
Poppone of Stavela, as early as 1040 and 1048, and probably 
by nmany of their successors; but it does not appear that they 
enjoined it as a general or popular practice. When so instituted 
in Italy it secured (as in every subsequent instance) a following 
of fanatical adherents, together with the enthusiastic veneration 
and encouragement of a section of the Catholic populace. The 
instruments then employed are described as "knotted cords 
stuck with points and pins"; and the band of men devoted to 
this penitential discipline seems to have constituted a sort of 
lay order of the priesthood, being entirely distinct from the 
penitens noirs, gris, &c., of the monastic body. They met, how- 
ever, with no formal recognition by the Church at any date. 
Their practice, on the contrary, was pronounced a heresy: and 
on becoming prominent, was suppressed by the authority of the 
priests themselves. 

In 1349 it reappeared with fresh vigour; spreading rapidly 
into France and Germany, and developing details of barbarity 
and encroachments on decency which brought upon it the 
authoritative veto of Clement VI. Disappearing once more 
from public view for a time, it revived yet again in 1398, its 
promoters claiming for it a sanction in the form of an express 
command from Heaven that a public procession of flagellants 
should be held. Again it became rampant in many parts of the 
continent, was again suppressed by direct older of Boniface IX, 
and ultimately was condemned by the Council of Constance in 
1414. After this date the practice appears to have veiled itself 
in secresy, though evidently never extinguished; as in 1601 we 
find a protest raised against it by the Chancellor of the University, 
of Paris; and not long afterwards the rigorous use of the 
scourge prohibited by all Act of the French Parliament. But 
so far as any record exists, it was in those early days of the 15th 
century that the unanimous verdict of civilised authority stamped 
it out as a Christian observance. At the same period commriences 
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the chequered history of the West Atlantic Islands and their 
colonisation. Within a comparatively short space of time the 
Canary Group was occupied and its Guanche inhabitants subdued 
by the Spaniard, and the Portuguese explorers planted their 
first settlements on the Madeiras and the Azores. The actual 
discovery of the latter islands was probably made a hundred 
years earlier; and though the facts are shrouded in uncertainty, 
it is possible that a quasi-colonisation had been attempted 
locally by the expedition of Angiolinlo del Tegghio in 1341. The 
limit of our historical knowledge of the islands must, therefore, 
be fixed at from four to five centuries; being thus contem- 
poraneous with the suppression of the flagellants in Europe. 

Although the Azores are, in fact, the nearest of the three 
groups to our own shores-their distance being some fifty miles 
less than that of the Madeira Group-the accident of their 
westerly position almost in miid-ocean, together with their some- 
what less genial climate, has caused them to remain singularly 
unfamiliar to Europeans generally. It may nlot be out of place, 
therefore, to mention briefly a few of their leading characteristics. 
The Azorean Archipelago lies 530 miles north-west of the 
Madeiras, and about 700 west of Lisbon. There are nine 
islands in the group, separated by distances varying frotn 5 to 
120 miles, and spread over an area nearly 400 miles in length. 
All are inhabited; the total population being considerably over 
a quarter of a million, and the capitals of St. Michael's, Terceira, 
and Fayal being towns of 20,000 to 25,000 inhabitants. St. 
Michael's, from the summits of which only one of the other 
islands is within sight, is about 45 miles in length, and from 7 to 
15 in breadth; its area being almost exactly equal to that of the 
county of Middlesex. The formation is entirely volcanic, and 
the island comprises three great eruptive vents which have 
become linked together by lesser intermediate outbursts. The 
present remnants of volcanic activity are permanent within 
living memory, and comparatively feeble. The mountain ridges 
encircling the great craters rise from 2,000 to 3,500 feet above 
the sea level. The outer slopes of these, consisting almost entirely 
of tuffs, pumice, and the lighter scoriaceous products, descend to 
the sea in ribs, or " lombas," intersected with deep ravines. To 
this peculiar formation is due the growth of what are called the 
" lomba villages," which in the mountainous districts occupy 
the crest of each ridge. These comparatively isolated com- 
munities are supported each by the cultivation on its own 
"lomba "; and are thus self-contained, and, to a great extent, 
independent of each other. In one day's walk of about 27 miles 
alongr the north-east coast, I traversed no less than twenty-two 
ravines, from 200 to 500 feet in (depth; most of the intervening 
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ridges being crowned with "lomba-villages." The lomba ter- 
minates, in almost every instance, with an abrupt sea cliff. 

The village of Fenaes d'Ajuda, where alone the Order of the 
Terceiros still maintains its barbarons practice, is situated upon 
the skirts of a mountain rib on the north coast; and being, like 
several of its neiglhboars, somewhat difficult of access, has 
remained entirely secluded from foreign visitors, as well as from 
the direct supervision of the civil and ecclesiastical aluthorities. 
The people are entirely Portuguese, and excepting for some 
traces of the Spanish occupation in the early part of the last 
century, present less evidence than usual of the heterogeneous 
composition of their race. 

The Church of Nossa Senhora d'Ajuda, in connection with 
which the order is maintained, is not that of the parish; but is, 
in fact, the chapel attached to the ancient Convento dos Frades 
(Convent of the Friars) standing in a solitary position on a pro- 
montory abouit a quarter of a mile from the village. 

Accurate information regarding a matter naturally treated by 
the people with some reserve is not easily obtained; but so far 
as it was communicated to me by the priests, who professed 
themselves opposed to the practice, I found it to be corroborated 
from other sources. In some instances the protest of the village 
priests against the barbarity of the custom, and their declaration 
that they were powerless to suppress it, were unquestionably 
genuine. 

The sum of the staternents made to me is that the Order of 
the Terceiros in that place now consists of a body of from 
fifteen to eighteen lay inhabitants of the parish, who are ad- 
mitted to it by election every seven years; the Order being held 
in such reverence, and the efficacy of the penance so profoundly 
believed in, that vacancies are much sought after. The cere- 
mony takes place annually in connection with the procession of 
N.S. dos Passos on the third Sunday in the Cuaresma (Lent). 
The costume of the flagellants is a white linen tunic with a 
large oval opening in the back for the purpose of flag,ellation; 
and the head of the performer is entirely concealed with a 
wrapper of white linen, so that his identity may be unknown 
to the general spectators. Mass is conducted by the priest in 
the Convent Church, and the flagellation commences when the 
church is darkened in the course of the Lenten ritual; the 
Order kneeling in two rows at each, side of the Chancel. It is 
continued throughout the procession which follows. The prin- 
cipal streets of the village are traversed, and the self-punish- 
ment is inflicted with special violence during pauses at the 
street corners, when the members of the band seem to vie with 
one another in the severity of tlleir discipline. The procession 
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returns to the church; the flagellants resuming their former 
position, and continuing, to scourge themselves with increasing, 
vigour until the conclusion of the ceremony. The torture is 
carried to suclh extremities that on the occasion of my visit to 
the church a few weeks after the observance in April last I 
found the side walls, railings, and confessionals in the chancel 
smeared and spotted with blood to a height of four or five feet. 
From the peculiar points of creed associated with the penance, 
which I elicited later, I have no doubt that deaths result not 
unfrequently. 

The implements used are two in number. The " Azorrague 
(Plate XII, fig. 1), or scourge is of the more familiar type of 
such devices; consisting of a short wooden handle carrying a 
bunch of cords about nine inches long, coinfined by a collar, 
and terminating in twelve thongs (representing the apostolic 
group) formed of leather strips twisted and stiffened into a 
spiral form. The specimen obtained I imagine to be of con- 
siderable age, and probably of continental manufacture. The 
flagellum, which is brought into use after the Azorrague has 
done its worst, is a solid ball of beeswax suspended by a looped 
string, and studded with lancet-shaped spliinters of glass, about 
half-an-inch long (Plate XII, fig. 2). Whatever may be the 
origin of the design of this cruel instrument, it is of island 
make, as this constitutes one point of its special virtue. 

In the Esperanqa Convent of Ponta Delgada, the capital of 
St. Michael's, is preserved the image called the Santo Christo, a 
wooden figure loaded with jewellery, and regarded by the entire 
population of the islands with the highest possible reverence 
and awe. The candles burnt upon the altar of the Santo Christo 
are of refined white beeswax; and the remains of these when 
partiallv burnt down, are preserved as relics, and presented in 
that capacity to any one making an offering to the image. 
The course of my enquiries led me to the fact that these samne 
candle-ends had also been employed for the maniufacture of the 
flagella, which are by these means invested with a special 
sanctity. Thus the implement of medieval heresy was being 
produced in the very centre of the seat of government, where 
the authorities were totally unaware of its existence. 

As already remarked, I have not been able to learn that any 
instrument of this extreme severity is extant for a similar pur- 
pose in any part of 'the world. I have examined another type 
of flagellum represented by two examples nearly similar in 
form; one which was obtained in Mexico, being in the British 
Museum; and the other, from Santiago (Chili), in the collection 
of Dr. Martindale Ward of Twickemlham (Plate XIII, fig. 1). 
These are of linked wire, of the character of chain mail, and 
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are furnished with projecting spikes for the purpose of scratch- 
ing or tearing. They are accompanied with a cingulum, or belt, 
of the same make and material (Plate XIII, fig. 2). 

These circumstances taken together seem to me to afford con- 
clusive evidence that the Disciplinas of Fena8s d'Ajuda cannot 
be regarded as a revival. The type of the flagellum is quite 
unlikely to have been the conception of any modern votary of 
the order; and, like the order itself, must be regarded as 
having been perpetuated at this spot without interruption since 
the first colonisation of the country in the earlier part of the 
fifteenth century. Surviving in this form as a public ceremonial, 
it is, perhaps the only link in the history of such practices 
which has transmitted to present times the model of an in- 
strument perhaps contemporary with the birth of the order 
itself. To what earlier date it may belong, apart from its 
penitential use, it would perhaps be fruitless to enquire; unless 
any record with which I am not acquainted has preserved any 
form which can be identified with it. Several of the points of 
belief connected with the custom I found to be wholly incon- 
sistent with the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church at the 
present day; thus further inidicating the lengthened period 
during which this community has remained out of touch with 
the central religious authority. 

In concluding these remarks it is fair to repeat what has 
already been stated in a published notice of the practice, viz.: 
that since its continued existence has been brought to the 
attention of the provincial government of the Azores, steps 
have been taken to ensure its suppression before the recurrence 
of the anniversary next year. 

Descriptions of Plates XII and XIII. 

Plate XII. 

Fig. 1. Azorrague or scourge, eonsisting of wood handle, strand 
of plaited cords, and twelve thongs of twisted undressed 
hide, probably goat skin, attached by brass links (Con- 
vento dos Frades, Fenaes, d'Ajuda, St. Michael's, Azores). 

Fig. 2. Flagellum, formed of a ball of beeswax from candles 
used on the altar of the Santo Christo, Esperanqa Convent, 
Ponta Delzada, St. Michael's, and set with lancet-shaped 
splinters of glass, and suspended by a short cord (Con- 
vento dos Frades, Fena&s d'Ajuda, St. Michael's, Azores). 

The objects in this Plate are now in the Anthropological De- 
partment of the Pitt Rivers Museunm of the University of Oxford. 

This content downloaded from 195.34.79.79 on Sun, 15 Jun 2014 07:39:12 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


Journ. Anthrop. Inst., Vol. XVIII, Plate XII. 

ty.~~~ g 2J 

.fl?Ro3AnsonD, dlel. 
AZORRAGUE AND FLhAGELIXTM FROM ST. MICRAEL'S, AZORES. 

This content downloaded from 195.34.79.79 on Sun, 15 Jun 2014 07:39:12 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


Jouera, u4sthuo. Just., Vol. XJVUI., Plate XlIIi. 

eZg >:uS X K 
4 S M4:~~~~I 

Fig.t t1.Fi.2 

}HAELU AND CTGTAMFO ATAO uT 

This content downloaded from 195.34.79.79 on Sun, 15 Jun 2014 07:39:12 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


B. DANKS.-kfarriage Customns of the New Britain Groqup. 281 

Plate XIII. 
Fig. 1. Wire flagellum with spiked links, suspended by a 

cord. Purchased in the streets of Santiago (Chili). One- 
half natural size. 

Fig. 2. Wire cingulum or belt, worn for penitential discipline; 
spiked links on the inner surface. Purchased in the 
streets, Santiago (Chili). One-fourth natural size. 

The objects figured in this Plate are in the collection of Dr. 
Martindale Ward, and were obligingly sketched by G. M. 
Atkinson, Esq. 

DiSCUSSION, 

Dr. SUMMERHAYES said with regard to the very mixed Portuguese 
inhabitants in the Azores, that he had no doubt but that there 
was a considerable admixture of Norse blood, introduced either 
directly from Scandinavia or secondarily (as was more probably) 
from Normandy. 

Leaving the Guanche or Berber element out of the reckoning, 
this would account for the large number of fair-haired and blue- 
eyed people to be found both in the Azores and the Canaries. 

There was quite a large emigration from these islanids into 
Venezuela and North Brazil, and these immi-rants (called 
"Islenios " by the Venezuelans) were to a man distinctly Scandi- 
navian or Norma-n-rather than German-in their physical 
characters. He begged to protest against the too common practice 
of dubbing all the fair-skinned stocks of ma-nkind in Europe or 
elsewhere as German, or Teutonic, instead of Gothic or Scandi- 
navian. There was great need of a revised nomenclature as 
applied to races and languages which were rarely homologous. 

The following paper was read by the Secretary:- 

MARRIAGE CUSTOMS of the NEW BRITAIN GROUP. 

By the Rev. BENJAMIN DANKS. 

1. FOR marriage purposes the people of New Britain are divided 
into two classes or divisions. The names of these divisions on 
the Duke of York Island and New Ireland are Maramara and 
1P%kalaba. Onl New Britain proper the two classes are namled 
after two mythological persoiiages, one named To Kabinana, 
the other To Kovnvuru. The first of these two is considered 
as the founder, creator, or inventor of all good and useful things. 
Fruitful land, well-built houses, fine fish traps, were all the 
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